First Grade Summer Reading List
** Teacher Note: 
· Students begin to learn to read through the experience of family reading.  
· Students learn to read at their own pace.
· Students build their reading confidence through support and encouragement.
· Share and enjoy these books together. 

 

 

Picture Books
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 Last Day Blues 

By Julie Danneburg
 

As the last day of school approaches, students think about what they will miss. They try to find a way to cheer up their teacher, Mrs. Hartwell. Surely, she will be sorry to see the school year end. Their final gift is a sentimental farewell poem, listing everything they will miss.  Leaving on the school bus, they picture how sad all the teachers must be to see them go. Of course, in the end, we smile as we learn better! This book is a great way to end the school year with both nostalgia and happy anticipation of summer vacation. 
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The Night Before Summer Vacation 

By Natasha Wing
 

In the style of Clement Moore's familiar Christmas poem, tells of a family's last minute preparations for summer vacation. 
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The Night before Summer Camp

By Natasha Wing
The first day of summer camp is almost here, and one little camper doesn't know what to expect. For a while everything is hunkydory . . . until rest time rolls around and he gets a bad case of nervous butterflies. But an unlikely friend appears out of the crowd and reassures him that the best cure for the summertime blues is tons of summertime fun! A sweetly reassuring story, once again told in verse to the meter of Clement Moore's classic. 
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Froggy Rides a Bike
 By Jonathan London
 
Froggy just got his very first bike, and it's exactly what he wanted. Finishing touches like a bell and a horn have to be added before Froggy is ready to ride. Riding a bike is hard! After a long day, and a few bumps   and bruises, Froggy finally learns to ride. Froggy Rides a Bike is a reassuring reminder that practice makes perfect—and it's sure to make kids eager to learn to ride on their own.
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When It's the Last Day of School 

By Meribeth Boelts
James can barely contain his excitement on the last day of school, but he vows to be good and get Mrs. Bremwood's last gold sticker of the year. He's determined not to talk during Silent Reading and he will get his drink at the water fountain properly and not spit out any of it because it's warm. At lunch, he'll take the wrapper off his straw and not blow it at his friend Tony, and he won't show Tiffany how he can burp and talk at the same time. It'll be a perfect day and at the end… When it comes to excited kids, not many days can compete with the last day of school. And this is the perfect book to cap off every school year—for kids and teachers. 
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The Night Before First Grade

By Natasha Wing                                   
 Synopsis
It's the night before the big day—First Grade!. Penny is excited to start the year with her best friend right beside her in the same classroom. This humorous tale has a perfect twist ending that will surprise readers and help "about-to-be" first-graders through their own back-to-school jitters. 
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Junie B., First Grader (at Last!) 

By Barbara Park
Synopsis

Hurray, hurray for a brand-new school year!  Only, for Junie B. Jones, things are not actually that pleasant; ’Cause first grade means having to get used to a whole new classroom, a whole new teacher,  and a whole new bunch of strange children. But here’s the worst thing of all; When Junie B. tries to read words on the chalkboard, she can’t seem to see what everyone else is seeing! Is it possible she might actually end up                                    wearing glasses?
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   How I Spent My Summer Vacation 
    By Mark Teague
   Synopsis

   Some kids spend their summer vacation at camp. Some kids spend it at Grandma's house.

    Wallace Bleff spent his out west...on a ride, a rope, and a roundup he'll never forget.
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A Fine, Fine School 

By Sharon Creech
Synopsis

So it's up to Tillie to show her well-intentioned principal, Mr. Keene, that even though his fine, fine school is a wonderful place, it's not fine, fine to be there all the time. Newbery Medal-winning author Sharon Creech and celebrated New Yorker cartoonist Harry Bliss team up in this charming and hilarious book about what happens when the love of learning goes a bit too far. 
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 First Year Letters 

By Julie Danneberg         

Synopsis

Mrs. Sarah Jane Hartwell delighted children in First Day Jitters. Now her class is learning to write letters for their classroom post office. Follow the class's humorous letters through the school year. 
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Chrysanthemum 

By Kevin Henkes         

 

Synopsis

She was a perfect baby, and she had a perfect name, Chrysanthemum. When she was old enough to appreciate it, Chrysanthemum loved her name. And then she started school. Chrysanthemum wilted when she was made fun of because of her name. Life at school didn't improve. In fact, it got worse. Then the students were introduced to their music teacher, Mrs. Twinkle. Mrs. Delphinium Twinkle.

                                And suddenly, Chrysanthemum  blossomed....
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Wemberly Worried 

By Kevin Henkes
Synopsis

Wemberly is a mouse who does one thing really well -- she worries. At the top of Wemberly's list of worries is starting school. She can't imagine all the things that could go wrong. Then she meets a new friend, Jewel. With her Jewel at her side, Wemberly knows that her new friendship is something she doesn't have to worry about. Join Wemberly as she learns an important lesson about growing up.
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The Kissing Hand

By Audrey Penn
Synopsis

In this contemporary classic Chester Raccoon seeks love and reassurance from his mother as he ventures out into the world to attend his very first day of school. 
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Sheila Rae, the Brave 

By Kevin Henkes
Synopsis

Sheila Rae is not afraid of anything. She walks backwards with her eyes closed, steps on every crack, growls at stray dogs, and bares her teeth at stray cats. But when Sheila Rae becomes lost on the way home from school, it is her "scaredy cat" sister, Louise, who shows her a thing or two about bravery and sibling love.
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Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse 

By Kevin Henkes
Synopsis
Lilly the mouse adores her teacher Mr. Slinger - until he takes away the purple plastic purse she was proudly showing off to her class. Lilly is so angry she draws a nasty picture of Mr. Slinger and slips it in his bag. At the end of the day, Lilly gets her purse back, and inside is a sympathetic note and a bag of treats. As in all his other books, Henkes shows an incredible sensitivity to children's feelings.
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How Do Dinosaurs Go to School? 

By Jane Yolen

 

 

Synopsis

Everyone's favorite dinosaurs are back--and this time they are going to school. These prehistoric pupils are in a class of their own! 

 

 

 

 


Amelia Bedelia Goes Back to School
 By Hermann Parish

Synopsis

Would you like to have Amelia Bedelia in your classroom? Just ask Miss Wilson; But don't give Amelia Bedelia any problems, or ask her to take her seat, or tell her to paint anything. Amelia Bedelia is ready to learn, but it's the class that gets a lesson -- in reading, writing, and ridiculousness! Pull back the flaps to peek at Amelia Bedelia's school day.

 

 


If You Take a Mouse to School
By Laura Numeroff

 

Synopsis

If you take a mouse to school, he'll ask you for your lunch box. When you give him your lunch box, he'll want a sandwich to go in it. Then he'll need a notebook and some pencils. He'll probably want to share your backpack, too . . .

 

 


Franklin Goes to School
By Paulette Bourgeois
Synopsis

On the first day of school, Franklin is a little nervous, but his teacher, Mr. Owl, knows just what to do. 

 

 

 

 

 


Froggy Goes to School 

By Jonathan London

 

Synopsis

Froggy's mother knows that everyone's nervous on the first day of school. "Not me!" says Froggy, and together they leapfrog to the bus stop. 

 

 

 

ABC Books
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